ANNUAL OEATION, ETC.
GENTLEMEN OF THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY,
I come, this day, to fulfil the honourable task of addressing your society on subjects relative to Chemistry.
Permit me, at first, to congratulate you on the return of another year to be added to your commendable exertions for the improvement of a science which constitutes true philosophy, and imparts so many advantages to enlightened and polite nations.
Of these none have remained unknown to you, for, as soon as this institution was formed, by the talents and diligence of its members, it stood adequate to the experimental researches pursued by the celebrated schools of Europe. Less censurable than those venerable seminaries of learning which have spent so many years in false theories, in idle and useless systems, you have had the satisfaction of participating with them in their discoveries as early as your members could controvert, with the learned of all the world, any of the subjects or causes of the revolution that that science has experienced, within these few years. By whatever consideration personal praise could be waived, in your assembled Body, no doubt, it remains deserved by those who early promoted the sedulous cultivation of the most useful science. I subscribed to this laudable intention when I had the honour of being called as a member in your institution. But I scarcely can confide in myself this day, when, by your appointment, I am to display some of the admirable laws and numerous advantages of Chemistry. Was I adequate to the task I would publicly declare that I became so among you, and after many years of our scientifical intercourse.
Necessity was the parent of our science in the most
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